(3) 
To the moſt Reverend Fathers mn 
God, illiam Lord Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, Primate of all 
England and Metropolitan, and 
Joha Lord hrebbille of York 
Primate of England and Metro- 


politan. 


JAMES R: 
WP AR? Ol Reverend Fathers in 
& God, We Greet you 
well. Whereas the bold 
abftiles, and extraya- 
gancies of Preachers in 
the Pulpit, have goe 
onely by the experfence of former Ages 
been 'found to tend ro the Diſhonour 
of God, rhe Scandal of Religion, and 
Diftarbance of the Peace both of 
Church and State, bur did alſo (through 
the Licentioulnefſs of che late Rebelli- 
ons rimes) much increaſe, to the Infla- 
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ming, Fomentiag, and Heightening of 
the 14d Diſtempers and Confuſtons char 
were then arnong us : And: whereas 
even at this preſent (notwithſtanding 
the merciful Providence: of God, lo 
hgnally manifeſted in Reſtoring Our 
Royal Family, and che Lawtul Go- 
vernment of thele Realms, and put- 
ting an cnd to the great Rebell:on, 
and notwithſtanding the Pious care 
and endeavours of Our late Dear Bro- 
ther, and Our Self ever ſince, tro Go=- 
yern Our Realms in Peace and Tran- 
quility ) it may juſtly be feared 
that in ſundry parts of this Realm, 
there want not men of unquiet and 
FaRious Spirits, who inſtead-of Preach: 
ing the pure Word'of God, and build- 
ing up the. People in Faith and Holi- 
neſs, will (if they be not reſtrained 
make it a great part of their Buſineſs 
ro beger in'the minds of their Hear- 
ets; _ an evil Opinion of their Gover- 
nours,” by inſtnuaring Fears atid Jealou- 


hes, 
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ies, to diſpoſe . them. ro Diſconrent 
and ro ſeaſon them with ſuch ynfourd 
and dangerous Principles as may lead 
them into Difobedience, - Schilm, and 


Rebellion': And. whereas allo ſundry 
young Divines, - and Preachers, ei/her. 


our of a Spirit of Contention and Con- 
tradition, or ina vain oltentation of 
theis Learning, rake upon. them in 
their Popular Sermons, to handle the 
deep Points of Gods Erernal' Councils 
and [Decrees, or to. meddle with che 
Aﬀairs of - State 'an4 Government, or 


to wranzle abour Forms and Geſtures, 


and other fr uitleſs Diſputes and Contro« 
verlies, ſerving rather to amuſe than 

prohc the Heaters 3 which is done fox 
trove moſt part, and wich the greateſt 
Conhdence, by ſuch Porſons as lealt 
underſtand chem : We our of Ours 
Princely Care and Zeal for the Ho- 
nour of God, the Advancemene of 
Piety, Peace, .and true Religion, and 
for the Preventing for the future, as 
much 
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much as lieth in Us, the many and 
gear inconveniencies and miſchiefs that 
will unavoidably enſue, if a timely 
ſtop be not gwen to theſe and the like 
growing Abuſes; Do, according to the 
Fxamples of ſeveral of Our Predeceſ- 


. fors of Bleſſed Memory, by theſe Our 


ſpecial Letters ſtraicly Charge and 
Cemmand you, to-uſe your utmoſt 
Care and Diligence that theſe Direci- 
ons, which upon long and ſerious Cen- 
fideration, Our late Dear Brother 
thought good to give concerning 
Preachers, * and which Weupon like 
Conſideration have Approved and cauſ- 
ed tobe Reprinted, and herewith ſenc 
unto you, be from henceforth dul 

and ſtrictly obſerved by all the Biſhops 
and others concerned therein within 
your Provinces. And to this end Our 
Will and Pleaſure is, Thar you forth- 
with ſend tfem Copies of theſe Our 
Dire&tions, to be by them fpeedily 
Communicated to every Parfon, Vicar, 
| Curateg 
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Curate, Le&urer, and Preacher in eve- 
ry Cathedral, Collegiate, and Pariſh- 
Church within their ſeveral Dioceſles : 
And that you earneſtly Require them 
ro imploy their utmoſt endeavour for 
the due Obſervation of the lame , 
whereof We ſhall expe a ſtrict Ac- 
count, both of you, and every one of 
them : And theſe Our Lercers {hall 
be your ſufficient Warrant and Dil- 
charge in that behalf. 


Given at Our Court at Whitehall the 
Fifth day of March 1685. In the Se- 
con4 Tear of Our Reton. 

By His Majelties Command, 


SUNDERLAND P. 


DIRECTIONS 
Concerning 


PREAGHERS, 


2 tat no Pyeachers fri theft 
7. Sermongpzeſume to meddie 
with Datters of State, ta 
4 MYodel new Governments, 
0? take upon thenmt to Oe- 
clare, Limit; 02 Bound out, 
the Power and Authozity of 
| Sovereign PoinceS, 62 ta 
State any Determin the D:fferences be- 
| tween Princes and the People 3 But that u2s 
| onallgoodDccafions they fatthfullyJnftruct the 
| Pcs le \n thetr Bounden Outy of Subjenton 
| And Oltedtence to thetr Governours, ©uperts 
| our and Subo2dinate of all ſozts, andto the 
Efabliſh:d Laws accowing to the CUlozn of 
God, and the Oocrtne. of the Church of Eng- 

Jand, 02S It is container tn the Homilies of | 
D ©OLeDi- 


| 
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Dbedtence, and the Articles of Religion ſet 
bozth by Publick Authoztity. 


11, That they be Admonſſhed not to D 
their Time, and Study in the Search of Ab- 
ſtruſe aud Speculative Notions, eſpectally in 
and about the veep Points of Eleaion and 
P:obation, together with the Jncompzebenſible 
manner of the Concurrence of Gods free 
G1ace, and Bans free Till, and fuch other 
Controverſies as depend thereupon : But how- 
ſoever that they preſume not Poſitively, and 
Doecarina:ly to Oetermine any thing concern- 
ing the (ame. 


1K. That thep fo2bear in theſr Sermons oz- . 
pinartily and caufleſly to enter upon the Hand- * 
ling of any other Controverſies of leſs Bos« 
nent and Oifficulty : But whenſoever they are 
occaſioned by Jnvitation from the Tert thep 
122cach upon, 02 that in Regard of the Audito- 
rv they Peach unto, it map ſeem Requrfite 
Crpenem (0 todoz That ti ſuch caſes they do 
if with all Bodeſty, Gzavity and Candour, Aſs 
ſerting the Doqarine and Diſcipline of the 
Church of England, from the Cavils and Ob« 
ictions of ſuch as arc Adverſaries to either, 
without Bitterneſs, Ratiing, Jearing,oz other 
unneceſſary 02 unſcemiy ÞP2ovocation, 


IV. That fo? the move Cvifying of the Peo- 
p'cin Falh and G9dlinels (the afozeſatd rf 
a 
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lafd afing) all Binifters and 2!eachers in the! 
ſeveral reſpective Ciires ſhall not onefydi 
y_ apply themlelves to Catechiſe the 
nger (oztaccozding as tn theBook of Tom- 
mon {22ayer (s appointed; But aiſo ſhall in 
thetr ozpfnary Sermons Full chiefly upon 
atechetical Docrines (wherein are contait- 
ed all the neceſſary and undoubted Uerities of 
rele Et Religion) Declaring withall unto 


r Congregations what Jnfluences ſuch 
nes ought to have into thetr Lives any 
Converſations, and ſttrring them up Effectuat- 
Þ, as well by their Eramples, as their Da- 
arines, to the Practice of (uch Religtous and 
VYoral Duttes as are the pzoper Reſults of the 
ſaid Doctrines, as Self-dental, Contempt 
the Cond, Humility, Patience, Mcekneſs, 
emperance, Juftice, Mercy, Obedience, and 
the ttke;Andtoa Deteftation andShunning of 
Sin, eſpectaily fuch Sins as are ſo rife am 
us, and common to the Age we Live tn ; ſuc 
are thoſe uſually Stiled the Seven Deadly 
ones, fn ſho2r, all kind of Debauchery, Senſit- 
ality , Kebeilton, jP2ofaneſs, Atheiſm, and the 
like. And becauſe the late Licentious Ttines 
bave Corrupted Relfgion even in the very 
Roots andFoundatfons. That where thereis an 
Afternoons Ererciſe, tt be eſpecially Spent et- 


ther in Erplatning ſome part of the Thurck-Cq+ 


techiſm, 02 tn P2caching upon ſonefuch C: rt 
of Scripture, 2s wil! ]Nopecipy and Naturaliy 
lead<o the Dandling of (ome thing Conxteainey 
oy in 
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it ft, 02 may Conduce to the Erpolitfon of the 
Liturgy, and j2aycrs of the Church ( 8s Oc: 
caſion ſhall be offered) the one(y cauſe Thecp 
grew tnto Tontempt amongſt the People be- 
ing this, that They were not Quderſtood, 
That aiſothe Miniſter as often as Convenient 
Iy he can, Read the J22arets h'mſclf; and when 
5 cannot fo do, he Þ2ocure 02 ]220vide ſome fit 
2erſon tir Þolp D2pers, who may do it with 
that Gzablty, Diftinancls, Devotion, and 
Reverence as becomes fo Holy an Action : Ang 
Wwhenſoever by Reaſon of his Tnficmity 02 the 
Concurrence of other Offices, the Time map 
ſeem too ſho2t, 02 he unable to PPerfoum the OE: 
fice of both [P2ayers and Sermon at length, he 
rather ſhozten his Diſcourſe 02 Sermon, then 
mit any thing of the Pzayers, lc he Jncur 
the Penalty ct the Act fo? Cinifo2mtty, Requir- 
iig rhem to be Read acco2ding as the Book 
Oirede, 


V. And further Pur Til and Pleaſtire fs, 
@hat all Miniſters within their ſeveral Cures, 
be enjovned rublickly co read over unto the 
Jrcople,ſuch Canons as are 62 ſhall be tn fo2ce, 
at ira once, and the Thirty nine Qrttcies 
twice every pear, to the cad they may the 
better underſtand , and be mae th.ounhiy 
acquaintch with the Ocarine 147 Dilcipline 
of the Church of England, and not (o caſity 
Dawn away (rom tt ag tv:Ricrly they Have Vee it. 


wes VI. S!nce 
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VI. Since - Preaching was-not Alc{stitly, 
the wazk of every. JaYfert, Vut was rctrainrn. 
to the chotceſt ſPeripig fo2 Geavity, JIUBCUTE, 
ann Learnwg ; the Archbiſhups aud Biſhops, 
of this Ringdum are to take great care whom. 
they Licence to Pacach, aad that alt Ozants , 
and Licences'of this kid heretoroze made” by; 
any. Chancellour, Otfictal, Conimiſſary, 02, 


'other Serclilar' Perton-(who-are preſumed. not; 


tobe (0 Competent Tadites fn matrers of thts 
nature) be accounted-vold and J2ull., gs 
the ſame ſhall [:kewile. be attowed .by the 
grchbſhoy o2 the Biſhop of thfe Oioceſs,” ann 
that all Licences ct INeghers hereafter to be 
made 02 G2zanted by any Urchbiſhop 02 Biſhop, 
ſha'l be oily during-Jaſeaſure, otherwiſe to be 
votd to all intents and purpoſes as if the fame 
bad never been madeno2 O2anted, 


VI!, Laſtly that fo2 the better obſerving of 
the Lo2dg-Day too much neglected of tate, 
they thait, as by often and fertotro-Rdnrom- 
ttons aud ſharp Repzoofs, endcatour ta d2zaw 
off JPcople trom (ſuch Jdle , Oebauched any 
122ofane courſes as d:fſhonour God, bytag a 
Scandal on Religton, and Contcinpt on the 
Laws and Authozity Eccleſiaſtical and Civil, 
ſo ſhall they verp\earneſf{py pcrſwave them to 
frequent Otvine Service on the Lo2nps-Day 
and other Feſttvais appointed by the Thurch 
to be kept Solemn ; And (n caſe on» Perſon 
ſhiil reſo2t unto avy Taverns'92, Rle-houſes, 
v2 uſe any unlawful Spots and Cxcrciits - 
lic 


a 

le hat avert, Recee 
ef may be 
tobe the L19 iſe 
e to comebe prevented. 


Giyen at Our Court at Whitehall, the Fifth Day of 
March, 1685. -In the Second Year of Our Reign. 


By His Majeſties Command. 
Sunderland, P. 


Precernty againſt 
quality of their 
ders map fo? the 


kt ——— — 


LOND0XN, 
Printed by Charles Bill, Henry Hills and 
Thomas Newcomb , Printers to the 


Kings moſt Excellent Majeſty. 1685. 


— 


. 
— — ww ;_ ,* wo 42 0 = 1 —__ OO ,T 


